
With positive words, a person is clothed in dignity as the leaves adorn a tree in summer.  But speaking ill 
strips away dignity as the Fall strips a tree of its leaves.  
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When we speak ill of others in a derogatory manner we hurt them.  We always hurt their reputation, and 
we can also hurt their feelings should our words reach them.  - Forni 
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Speak ill of no man, but speak all the good you know of everybody.  - Benjamin Franklin 
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